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The civic parish of Netley Marsh (‘the Parish’) is large and 
surprisingly diverse, encompassing the communities of Netley 
Marsh, Woodlands, Fletchwood, Tatchbury, Hill Street, and also 
includes parts of Bartley, Winsor, Ower and Ashurst Bridge. 
Although originally rural in character, building and infi lling has 
meant that parts of the Parish, especially Woodlands and Netley 
Marsh are now more semi-rural in nature.

The westward expansion of Totton in the eighties and nineties 
has been stopped by the creation of the A326 Totton bypass. This 
made, as intended, a new barrier to development and has been 
confi rmed by the boundary of the New Forest National Park 
running along part of it. In effect the Parish is a buffer between 
the urban Southampton/Eastleigh/Totton conurbation and the 
north eastern boundary of the National Park. Strangely, however, 
the Parish straddles the National Park boundary, so that the 
furthest north eastern part (Hill Street) is not in the National Park.

Physically, the Parish looks a bit like an hour glass if viewed 
on a map and is less than half a mile wide at its narrowest point 
on an east/west line just south of Tatchbury Mount Hill Fort. 
Coincidentally, the A336 Ringwood Road runs parallel just south 
of this line and effectively cuts the Parish in two; the northern 
portion being signifi cantly different from the area south of the 
road. Consequently, the nearest we have to a centre of the Parish 
is the junction of Woodlands and Ringwood Road, with  
St. Matthew’s Church, School, Church Hall and White Horse pub 
at this junction. Unfortunately, the rumbling A336 itself disguises 
any sense of a village centre!

It is perhaps this physical diversity that undermines a stronger 
sense of community in the Parish. But the Parish has a lot to be 
proud of; it is home to the headquarters of an internationally 
renowned civil engineering fi rm, Giffords, and an international 
charity, ‘Tools for Self Reliance’. Giddings Sawmills is also a 
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The civic parish of Netley Marsh. 
(The ecclesiastical parish boundary is not the same.)
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Woodlands Road early 1900s. The Royal Oak (now The Gamekeeper) public 
house is on the left of the picture.

large local employer (all of which are along the Ringwood Road). 
In addition it is home of the Netley Marsh Steam and Craft Show 
and on the fi elds around Bartley Cross the fi rst New Forest Show 
was held in 1920!

Nonetheless it is a pleasant place to live, attracting retirees or 
new residents who invariably work outside the local area and 
commute to the main centres of Southampton and beyond.

We hope that this plan serves to stimulate further interest in the 
local community and act as a vehicle for those wishing to get 
involved but needing a pointer.

Mark Littleton-Gray
Chairman
Netley Marsh Parish Plan Steering Committee
May 2010

Woodlands Road 2010, A little more vegetation and a few power lines but 
essentially unchanged.

Introduction
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following:
Netley Marsh Parish Council and New Forest District Council for funding.
District Councillors Les Puttock, Derek Tipp and County Councillor Keith 
Mann for providing additional funding from their Discretionary Funding Grants.
Giffords for their invaluable logistical support, printing and use of meeting 
room facilities.
Penny Velander, Debbie Holmes, Community Planning NFDC.
Outlook Parish Newsletter distributors and additional volunteers for 
distributing and collecting the surveys.
Keith Godwin for assistance with design and graphics.

Members of the current committee
Mark Littleton-Gray, Brian Loades, Brian Hillman, Les Puttock, Natalie Noke, 
Derek Tipp, Paul Cattell, Derek Antrobus, Jeremy Newbegin.

Former Committee members and volunteers
Alison Elliot, Neil Thompson and Laura Liddon (Giffords liaison). Suzanna 
Zardis, Alan Meechen, Peter Frost, Penny Sucharov, Bob Giddings, Ken and 
Merle Ball, M Loader, Mary Beckett, Barry Malitzia, Professor Peter Clarke, Paul 
Purchase, Mrs Steward, Maureen Stone, Peter and Sue Edwards.
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communicate the wishes, needs and vision a community has for 
its immediate environment. To create a structure from which can 
be communicated to higher authorities when planning issues are 
considered and, perhaps more importantly, to act as a catalyst for 
local community led initiatives.

The initiative was set up by Netley Marsh Parish Council and a 
voluntary steering committee was created to review the Parish 
and its facilities, research and create a questionnaire to assess the 
views of the residents.

A love/hate survey was carried out through the summer of 2006 
and concluded with further surveys at a coffee morning held at 
the then Busketts Lawn Hotel. This simple survey asked for three 
things in the Parish that were liked and three that were disliked. 
A total of 1500 surveys were distributed to every house, and 
to the main user groups and employers in the Parish. Some 
87 replies were received, representing around 10% of the 800 
households in the Parish. The likes typically included the rural 
location, peace and quietness, followed by the Church, village 
pub, community groups, school, pre-school and transport 
facilities in fairly equal numbers. Dislikes by far were traffi c 
speeds, weights of traffi c and road maintenance. Lesser but 
signifi cant proportion mentioned creeping urbanisation, loss or 
lack of maintenance to hedgerows and “blots” on the landscape. 
A smaller percentage mentioned litter, fl y tipping and dog 
fouling. By far the most frequent requested improvements were 
lower speeds and/or traffi c calming measures.

Some 40 people attended the Parish plan coffee morning on 10th 
January 2007 when parish information, historic photographs and 
copies of the snapshots as complete to that date were available 
for interest and comment.

The more detailed questionnaire was drafted in February and 
March 2007 and distributed in late 2007, with the results being 
analysed in 2008/9.

The process has been long with the majority of the work 
being undertaken by members of the Steering Committee with 
assistance from New Forest District Council. It been a long haul 
and slower than fi rst anticipated, but we have fi nally got to the 
end, ...or rather, the end of the beginning. From here on, the 
Steering Committee will hand over to new group of volunteers to 
implement and monitor the actions identifi ed in the Action Plan 
at the end of this document.

Bridge over Bartley Water, Fletchwood
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H
istory of the Parish

Netley Marsh was possibly the scene of one of the struggles 
for power in early England. The Battle of Natanleaga (Netley 
Marsh), in AD 508 sowed the seeds for the invader Cedric (a 
Saxon, although curiously with a Romano-Celtic name) to 
establish, through his descendants (including Alfred the Great) 
from the marriage of Henry I and Matilda, to today’s royal 
lineage of the Kings and Queens of England. 

Nevertheless the history of Netley Marsh from earliest times, 
has been one of a sparsely populated agricultural area. It was 
not until after the Enclosure Acts of 1812 that the population 
increased and saw the building of a new church, a school 
and a boys’ reformatory. A further impetus took place from 
the beginning of the 20th century with ribbon development, 
noticeably along the length of Woodlands Road, which extends 
for several miles in the Parish. 

Early Times

Tatchbury Mount was at the centre of the early history of Netley 
Marsh because of the Mount’s elevated position for the defence 
of the area. It lies virtually in the centre of the Parish. From 
the top of the Mount there are views over the River Test and 
the surrounding area, giving it a good strategic position. In the 
Iron Age there was a hill fort there – a palisade surrounded by 
a number of ditches and mounds to keep out wild animals and 
marauders. They covered a large area, extending over 5 acres; 
you can still see the remains of the defences today. 

Tatchbury Mount Iron Age Hill Fort, 1915

Below: Reconstruction of the approach to Tatchbury Mount from the River Test 
at Marchwood as it may have looked in the Iron Age
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Roman Times

During the Roman occupation, there was an army camp on 
Tatchbury Mount. The Romans built a network of roads for the 
military, meeting near Tatchbury and leading to Venta Belgarum 

Roman Road network in and around the New Forest area
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(Winchester), Clausentum (Bitterne, Southampton), Lepe, 
Durnovaria (Dorchester) via Stoney Cross and beyond. 
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The Anglo-Saxons (and Jutes)

Following the collapse of central Roman authority in the early 
5th Century, the southern part of England became the target for 
Saxon raiders. Eventually, raiders became invaders and settlers, 
who landed in the south and inched their way north. There is 
some dispute over exactly where Cerdic and his son Cynric 
landed with their warriors (or indeed if they really existed). 
It could have been Calshot or Eling, or they could have landed at 
Lepe and followed the Roman road towards Tatchbury.
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle entry for AD 508 states that:

“This year Cerdic and Cynric slew a British king, whose name 
was Natanleod, and fi ve thousand men with him. After this 
was the land named Natanleaga [Netley] after him as far as 
Cerdicesford [Charford].”

The entry was written down several hundred years after the event 
in the late 9th Century, presumably from oral tradition. There is 
considerable modern academic resistance to the accuracy of the 
early Chronicle entries. However, if the battle did take place, the 
hill fort at Tatchbury provides a useful point of resistance for the 
Romano-British against any invader. According to the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle, the site of the battle was afterwards called 

Natanleaga – the origin of the word ‘Netley’. This has since been 
disputed, and the current thought is that Netley is named after the 
Old English words Natan Leaga, meaning ‘wet wood’. By 1258 
the name had become Natelei.

Curiously, the archaeological evidence for Anglo-Saxon 
settlement indicates that the area of Southern Hampshire was 
settled by Jutes (from modern Denmark), the area being known 
as ‘Ytene’ meaning “of the Jutes”. After moving north, did 
Cerdic and his Saxons leave the area for the Jutes to settle?

It was from Cerdic that the royal house of the West Saxons 
(Wessex) owe their lineage, the last being King Edward ‘the 
Confessor’ (the builder of Westminster Abbey).

Anglo-Saxon Chronicles
“In this year (519) Cerdic and Cynric succeeded to the 
kingdom; and on the same day fought against the Britons at a 
place where it is now called Cerdicesford (and the Prince of 
the West Saxons ruled from that day onwards.”

H
istory of the Parish
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Norman Period
Following the Norman invasion of 1066, William I ‘the 
Conqueror’ created the Nova Foresta (New Forest) as his 
personal hunting ground. He also commissioned a survey of 
England, the population and their land and possessions in 1086 
– the Domesday Book. It relates that a Hampshire sheriff called 
Ezi, who owned land at Tatchbury and gave it to St. Peter’s 
Abbey at Winchester as a gift for King Edward’s soul: 

“The same abbey has half a hide at Tacerbie. Ezi the sheriff held 
it of King Edward, in parage; and after the death of King Edward 
he gave it to the same abbey for the repose of his soul, before 
King William had come. It did not pay geld. It is waste; but it is, 
and always was, worth 10 shillings.”

The Domesday Book described Netley as Nutlei, in the 
Rodbridge [Redbridge] Hundred, giving an inventory of the 
landowners of the time: 

“Two freeholders hold ½ hide in Nutlei. [A hide was suffi cient to 
support an upper-class family and their servants.] Here were 2 
ploughlands worth 25s.”

“Two freeholders hold a virgate [about 30 acres] in Nutlei, in 
parcenary [jointly], and were assessed at that quantity, but it is 
now in the forest. Here was one ploughland, worth 6s”. 

The Medieval Period 
Moving on to medieval times, there were two manors in the 
Tatchbury area (Old Manor in Tatchbury Lane, and the much 
later manor sited on the hill fort). There was a medieval village at 
Tatchbury adjacent to the Old Manor. However, it would seem that 
after 1475 Tatchbury village disappeared from all records.

The last 250 years
By 1759, Netley Marsh was literally on the map as both area and 
village were clearly marked.

Netley Marsh changed little in the ensuing years and, as Milne’s 
map of 1791 shows, much of the Parish was common land used 
for grazing (shaded areas of map, next page).

Early Place Names
Hore [Ower]; Hylstrete [Hillstreet]; Calmore [cole (cabbage) 
+ Mor (marshy land) = marshy land that grew cabbages], 
Nutlei, Nuteli [Netley]; Tacerbie, Teocreberie [Tatchbury]; 
Lopperode [Lopperwood – a spider clearing]; Fletchers, 
Fleteswude, Flutteswood, Fletewode-westende [Fletchwood 
– wood by the water channel]; Wodelonde [Woodlands].

Taylor’s Map of Hamphire 1759
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But after the Enclosure Acts (1812) the land gradually began to 
be enclosed, as can be seen from the map of 1826. By 1891 the 
population was 1177 (including the 88 reformatory school boys), 
just over half of what it is now (it was 2014 in 2001). 

H
istory of the Parish

In 1855 the ecclesiastical parish of Netley Marsh was carved 
out of the Parish of Eling, separating it from Marchwood and 
Copythorne. St. Matthew’s Church was built and the Hampshire 
Reformatory School for boys was opened in 1855. Netley Marsh 
School was built in 1873.

Milne’s Hampshire, 1791 Greenwood’s Map of the County of Southampton, 1826
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Historic buildings
The Old Manor House in Tatchbury Lane is mainly Jacobean 
and stands on the site of one of King John’s (13th century) 
hunting lodges.

Little Testwood House, originally built in about 1482, also 
remains. It was in the Paulet family for 300 years and was 
added to in the 18th century. It was for some time occupied by 
William and Humbert Ltd, sherry shippers, who renamed it 
Testwood House.

Little Thatches, picturesquely named timber-framed and 
thatched, in Hillstreet (previously called Colbury Farmhouse), 
dated from the 17th century.

 Goldenhayes and Woodlands Lodge Hotel, both in 
Woodlands. The latter was a hunting lodge dating from around 
1770. It was converted to a hotel in the 1950s.

Boundary of Netley Marsh Parish: solid line – current boundary (2007); 
dotted line – 1942; dashed line – original 1894 boundary 
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when Netley Marsh became a separate civil parish under the 
Local Government Act. Its boundaries were the New Forest 
to the south, and the rivers Bartley Water (to the East) and 
Blackwater (to the north).

In 1942 the boundary was changed when part of the east of the 
Parish was taken into Totton as the result of a drainage scheme 
– part of Copythorne in the west being included in Netley Marsh 
as compensation. In 1984 the boundary changed again as the area 
to the east of the new dual carriageway was swallowed up by an 
expanding Totton. 
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Netley Marsh was considered a relatively safe place to be during 
World War II as children were evacuated to here and attended 
Netley Marsh School. Unfortunately, the peace of the Parish was 
shattered one day in 1942 when an enemy plane dropped bombs 
on the church and along Woodlands Road. The church’s east 
window was shattered and a number of houses damaged, causing 
the death of three people. 

Hampshire Reformatory
In 1887 Netley Marsh reached the national press with an 
incident that provoked public outcry and ended up in the High 
Court. Members of the congregation of St. Matthew’s Church 
objected to the Reformatory boys attending their church 
– apparently their corduroy suits gave off an ‘ancient and fi sh-
like’ smell when they were new or wet. In spite of replacing 
the suits with odourless blue serge ones, the dispute became 
heated and the Vicar’s warden assaulted one of the boys.
 
The court case wasn’t about the smell, rather the church’s 
right to affi rm or deny the legality of the Church warden to 
turn the boys away. The Church lost the case and the boy 
received nominal damages of one shilling. 

H
istory of the Parish

The replacement east window in St. Matthew’s Church, erected in 1954
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Tatchbury Estates

The Abbey of Hyde rented out one of the estates at Tatchbury 
until the dissolution of the monasteries by Henry VIII. There is 
evidence that the Old Manor House dates from the seventeenth 
century, the major part from the mid-nineteenth century and there 
are twentieth century additions. 

In 1920 Tatchbury Mount Estate was bought by Baronet Sir Daniel 
Fullthorpe Gooch, grandson of the Great Western Railway engineer 
Sir Daniel Gooch, who was a colleague of Sir Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel. Baronet Sir Daniel retired to Tatchbury with his wife Lady 
May, but they both died within six years. After their deaths the estate 
was broken up. In 1933 the Hampshire Mental Welfare Committee 
acquired the house and estate for use as a residential hospital.

In 1935 the ‘Mansion’ housed 36 patients. In the following years 
it was extended with villas at the base of the hill. A Navy base, 
known as HMS Safeguard, was established throughout WWII, 
with sailors billeted there. The National Health Service took 
over the site in 1951, by which time there were 400 patients 
and 50 nurses and carers. At this time some patients worked on 
the estate’s market gardens. With progressive improvements 
in the patients’ living standards and the building of more 
accommodation by the 1960s, no patients were living in the 
Mansion house. In the late 1960s the farm land was sold.

In 1984 the Parish boundary was altered and the newly developed 
areas to the east of the by-pass taken into Totton. Tatchbury estate 
farmsteads of Hazel Farm and Hanger Farm became abandoned, 
the former being demolished; the fate of Hanger Farm is still 
uncertain, although its outbuildings have recently been refurbished 
as an arts centre. Hanger Farm and Hazel Farm areas have been 
developed for housing and are now in the Parish of Totton.
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Tatchbury Mount ‘Mansion’ 
(above), before demolition 
in 2006 and Tatchbury Old 
Manor House (right), now 
Tatchbury Nursing Home
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Woodlands & Bartley

There is little documented history of the south of the Parish. 
Although indicated on early maps, Woodlands and Bartley 
would have been sparsely populated; Woodlands experiencing 
some growth following the arrival of Sir Richard Leys, who 
was a major employer in the 1920s and at which time most of 
the village football team players worked for him. Sir Richard 
had Woodlands House (the current residential home) built in 
1905. Lampits house was his coach house where his chauffeur 
lived and a house on the double bend near Busketts Lawn was 
his stables. It is thought that much of the other Edwardian 
development at Woodlands was as a result of his occupation.

The park of Goldenhayes may have a longer history and its former 
owners are responsible for the building of many of the older houses 
in the area. Bartley also has a cricket pitch as shown on a map of 

1869, which is still used today by Bartley Cricket Club, although this 
is just over the Parish boundary near the Busketts Lawn car park.

Bartley Village Hall, formerly the Bartley Church Reading 
Rooms (‘The Tin Church’)
The Hall was built in the early 1900s. It was organised by 
Mr & Mrs Howard of Goldenhayes, who donated the land 
and the building was funded by public subscription. It was 
constructed from a standard kit and bought fl at packed. Such 
buildings were exported throughout the world and a similar 
building forms the British Legion Hall on the crossroads of 
Ringwood Road, New Inn Lane and Winsor Road in Bartley.

Although not ever a church, it was used for services, a Sunday 
school and community activities before falling into disuse in 
the 1980s. In the mid 1990s the local church sought to sell off 
the land but the local community objected. A committee was 
formed and money raised to purchase the building and restore 
it as a community hall.

Bartley Village Hall (“The Tin Church”)

Brick cottages in Woodlands

H
istory of the Parish
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Commoning and Common Rights in the Parish

About 40 % of the land within the Parish of Netley Marsh has 
the common right of pasture, that is, is the right to graze cattle, 
ponies or donkeys on the 46,000 acres of the open lands of the 
New Forest. The right goes with the land, whether owned or 
occupied. There are other rights, which are present within the 
Parish, such as mast, which is the right to turn out pigs in the 
autumn during the pannage season. Estovers is a right, which 
goes with the house not the land and entitles the owner to free 
fuel wood. The Forestry Commission cut and stacks the wood 
for collection. Estover is a very valuable right and the owner 
would be aware of that right. The other rights not used now are 
turbuary, the right to have peat or rather turf cut from the Forest 
bogs for fuel, and marl, which is calcium rich clay for improving 
the soil. There are also sheep rights but not in the Parish of 
Netley Marsh. Land without Common rights might have been 
woodland or common land at the time of registration, which was 
between 1851 and 1858. For example, the land north east of the 
Woodlands Road as far as Great Fletchwood Farm was once part 
of Fletchwood Common and has no rights. Within the Parish 
there are still old drove roads like Fletchwood Lane and Rossiters 
Lane, which were used to move stock though the fi elds of the 
Parish and were common to all who used them.

The Court of Verderers, under various Acts of Parliament 
from 1877 to 1970 and the Verderers By-laws, manages the 
Commoning and all things relating to the unenclosed parts of the 
New Forest. The day-to-day work is currently carried out by fi ve 
Agisters, full time employees of the Verderers; they oversee the 
welfare of the 7,000 animals that are pastured on the Forest.
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New Forest ponies near Busketts Lawn
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The following sections 
provide a brief outline of 
the parish, its population, 
facilities and activities.



Voices from the Parish
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The current population at the 2001 Census was 2014 in 
788 households. Growth in the population of the Parish is 
demonstrated by the following table:

The Parish was created in 1894 by The Local Government Act 
and its fi rst meeting was held on 1st September 1894. On 1st 
October 1934 the boundaries were realigned resulting in it being 
enlarged with a gain in population of 220 people from Copythorne 
Parish, and a loss of 904 and 862 acres to Eling & Totton. The loss 
was primarily the developed areas to the Hammonds Lane area of 
Totton. The Parish was further reduced in size in 1984 when the 
new Totton bypass became the eastern boundary in anticipation of 
further expansion of the residential development of Totton 

Taking into account the boundary revisions there was a slight 
reduction in population during World War I and the greatest 
growth in population was in the 1920s.

Year  No. of 
 acres 

 (Inland 
 Water)

No. of 
Houses 

 No. of 
 Families Population

1891  225  
1901  3886  7  270  1225
1911  3886  318  1409

1921  3886  330*  325*  1396

1931  3886  550*  575*  2074

1951
 3556 

 575*  590*  2327

1961  700*  725*  2600*
1971  2750*
2001  788  2014

* Denotes an approximate fi gure.
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2001 Census

Extracts of the 2001 census are as follows:

71.2% of the dwellings are detached and 16.2% semi-detached; 
there is a large mobile home component at 9.6%. This is a 

substantially greater percentage of detached homes than that 
of Hampshire as a whole. 33% are one-adult occupied, with or 
without children, a fi gure that is much lower than the 50% that is 
the average for Hampshire.

AGE STRUCTURE No. % OCCUPATION GROUPS  No. %

0-4  58 2.9 Managers and senior offi cials  192 20.3

5-9  90 4.5 Professional  123 13.0

10-15  126 6.3 Associate professional and technical 141 14.9

16-19  74 3.7 Administrative and secretarial  124 13.1

20-29  129 6.4 Skilled trades  128 13.5

30-44  351 17.4 Personal service  63 6.7

45-59  520 25.8 Sales and customer service  40 4.2

60-64  148 7.3 Plant and machine operatives  54 5.7

65-74  263 13.1 Elementary occupations  82 8.7

75-84  141 7.0 All in employment   947 100.0

85+  114 5.7

All people 2014 100.0

This information has been compiled 
from the 2001 Census which took place 
on 29th April 2001. It is a sample of the 
data which is feely available on the ONS 
Neighbourhood Statistics website: 
www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY Male Female Total %

Employed full-time  345 174 519 35.0

Employed part-time  27 165 192 12.9

Self employed  147 62 207 14.0

Unemployed  12 6 25 1.7

Students active  10 16 30 2.0

Students inactive  10 14 31 2.1

Retired  123 175 298 20.1

Other inactive  56 119 181 12.2

All people aged 16-74 730 731 1483 100.0

C
ensus Inform

ation
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The Parish has a variety of interest groups which meet on a regular 
basis at the Netley Marsh Community Hall, St. Matthew’s Church 
Hall, Bartley Village Hall and Calmore Cricket Club.

Groups meeting regularly include: Scouts and Guides, Brownies 
and Cubs, The Women’s Institute, a gardening club, woodcarvers, 
lace makers, children’s ballet, ballroom and line dancing, Weight 
Watchers, yoga club, quiz groups, art and church groups.

Art Class at Bartley Village Hall
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Netley Marsh Annual Pancake 
Race

1st NetleyMarsh Rainbows at 
the 2010 Carnival
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Thatched cottage in Hillstreet 

The Parish as numerous brick built ‘Forest cottages’ spread 
around the Parish principally built in the latter quarter of the 
19th and early 20th century, although some date earlier than this. 
In many cases these have been extended to accommodate the 
requirements of modern life, although most are recognisable and 
form the core of the local vernacular architecture.

Since 1894, when the Parish was created, there has been a 
considerable growth in housing in the area.

Initially the Parish was dominated by a few large houses, farms 
and associated workers’ housing. Since then Netley Marsh has 
experienced ribbon developments along Woodlands Road; the 
north of the Parish has seen less housing development and it has 
been of a more sporadic nature.

H
ousing

Green Close looking over to Millvina Way, Woodlands

The interwar period of the 1920’s and 30’s saw developments 
along the lower part of Woodlands Road opposite Busketts Lawn. 
1949 saw the fi rst building of council houses in the Parish near the 
Royal Oak, now known as the Gamekeeper, with additions being 
made in the 1970’s. Post WWII also saw the building of many of 
the bungalow infi ll’s along the northern end of Woodlands Road.

There are several buildings of note in the Parish, however 
most of them have now changed from their original use, often 
providing hotel or care facilities.
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We also have some creosoted board houses. There is at least 
one cob-constructed house and a number of thatch-roofed 
houses in the Parish. The Parish has a relatively large number of 
permanently sited mobile homes at The Orchard and The Copse.

There are also several farms: Willswood, Cheyney’s, Tatchbury, 
Green Pastures, Great Fletchwood and Little Fletchwood, to 
name a few. In addition, the northern part of the Parish has 
seen little development other than single rebuilding of existing 
properties.

Overall, the Parish has managed to maintain a rural to semi-rural 
character. Nowadays it is to some extent been protected from the 
blight of injudicious development. Initially the protection was 
provided by New Forest District Council and the creation of the 
New Forest Heritage Area in 1985. The boundary was extended 
to the boundary of the National Park, and parts are also later 
covered by conservation orders.

The Copse 
mobile home 
park, Bartley

New Forest cottages in Woodlands H
ou

si
ng
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General Practice
There are no GP surgeries in the Parish. Services are provided by 
three practices in Totton and another in Lyndhurst.

Hospitals
There are no general hospitals in the Parish. Southampton 
General Hospital is a major teaching hospital which provides 
full accident and emergency facilities. The New Forest Primary 
Care Trust (‘NFPCT’) has hospitals facilities at Hythe and 
Lymington, which also has a minor injuries unit. The Hampshire 
Partnership NHS Trust has its headquarters and training facility 
at Tatchbury Mount and provides residential care for psychiatric 
inpatients at Woodhaven and Southfi elds. In addition, a secure 
bed unit for young offenders and adolescents with the most 
complex psychiatric and behavioural problems has recently 
been completed. The headquarters of the NFPCT is located at 
Tatchbury Mount.

Dental Services and other Health Services
There are no dentist services within the Parish, the nearest being 
in Totton. All other health care services, for example opticians, 
alternative medicine, osteopathy, and podiatry, are provided in 
Totton, Lyndhurst and Romsey and Southampton.

Nursing and Care Homes
There are four private nursing and care homes in the Parish providing 
a mix of residential, dementia and nursing care: Woodlands House 
and Woodlands Ridge in Woodlands Road, Tatchbury Nursing Home 
in Tatchbury Lane and Colbury House in Hillstreet. The former 
Tatchbury Hospital site operated by the local NHS trust has 
recently opened an 80 bed nursing home.

In the 2001 census 447 people declared a limiting illness; this 
was 22.2% of the population compared with a Hampshire 
average of 15.6%. 254 people in the community are providing 
unpaid care for relatives; this is 12.6% of the population, 
compared with a Hampshire average of 8.92%.

H
ealth

Above: Woodlands House

Below: The old Clock House, Tatchbury. Now part of the residential 
accommodation at Tatchbury Mount Hospital



24

Police 
The Hampshire Constabulary are the force responsible for 
policing the area of Netley Marsh parish. The nearest police 
station is Totton Police Station (part-time). Two beat offi cers are 
allocated to the Parish, one full-time and one part-time. The full-
time offi cer is also responsible for neighbouring Ashurst. Two 
newly appointed Community Offi cers (District Council) also 
have a policing role covering the larger area.

Fire Service 
The Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service are responsible for 
providing fi re cover for Netley Marsh parish. The nearest fi re 
station is at Totton, which is manned by retained fi remen (part-
time). The nearest full-time manned fi re station is Redbridge in 
Southampton.

Ambulance Service 
Hampshire Ambulance Service is responsible for providing 
ambulance cover to the Parish. The nearest ambulance station is 
at Totton.

Utilities 
Electricity: This is supplied by the national grid with some 
overhead lines. However, there may be some private generators 
in use for primary supply as well as for stand-by supply.

Gas: Natural gas supply is thought to cover most of the Parish, 
but it is possible that there are some properties using an LPG 
bottle supply.

Water: Southern Water are the water company supplying water 
via standard water pipes to all household and other users in the 
Netley Marsh area. It is not yet known whether any of the old 
wells previously used are still used or useable.

Sewage: Much of the Parish is on mains drainage but it is likely 
that some occupancies are still served by cesspits or septic tanks.

Telephone: BT lines cover all of the Parish although some by 
unsightly overhead lines. Broadband is now thought to cover all 
of Netley Marsh area. However, not all of the local telephone 
exchanges have yet been upgraded to enable best download 
speeds from internet providers. There are still a few public 
telephone call boxes situated around the Parish.

Recycling and Refuse Disposal: Refuse collection by the 
New Forest District Council takes place weekly with refuse 
and recycling bags being collected. A community recycling 
and refuse centre is located a few miles away at Marchwood. 
There are a number of smaller recycling centres where smaller 
items can be recycled such as bottles and sometimes material 
and paper. These are located around the Parish, at Morrisons 
Supermarket and also at Totton and Lyndhurst. 
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Woodlands Pre-School
Children’s fi rst encounter with education in Netley Marsh is 
at Woodlands Pre-School which caters for children ages 2¾ 
– 4 years. The pre-school has no premises of its own and rents 
facilities from Netley Marsh Community Hall, in Woodlands 
Road. The pre-school caters for around 35 children and employs 
eight staff. It is run by a charity, the trustees of which comprise 
of the children’s parents.

Netley Marsh Infants CE Controlled School
Netley Marsh Infants is a Church of England controlled school 
and provides education for children aged 4–7. The school is 
located on Ringwood Road and caters for up to 90 children. 

The majority of children live in the Parish, although many 
children come from West Totton and some further afi eld. During 
term time there are breakfasts and after-school clubs for children 
aged 4–11. As Bartley Junior School has no after school club 
of its own, transport is provided to Netley Marsh School for 
children attending Bartley.

Woodland Playgroup 
in 1986, outside the 
partly demolished 
pavillion, its old home. 

Woodlands 
Pre-School 2010, 
outside the Netley 
Marsh Community 
Hall, built on the site 
of the pavillion.

Netley Marsh Infants School 
Sport’s Day

Education &
 Young People
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Older childrens’ education is provided outside the Parish by 
Bartley Junior School (7-11 years) and Hounsdown Science 
College (11-16 years). Sixth form education is provided by 
Brockenhurst and Totton Colleges.

Adult education is provided outside the Parish, the nearest 
locations being Totton College in Water Lane, Totton. 

Recreation for Young People

In the 2001 census youngsters between the ages of 10 and 
19 made up 10% of the population. There are few dedicated 
provisions for them in the Parish and no Youth Club; Scouts and 
Guides providing the only clubs. The local Scouting and Guides 
movement provid troops for all ages 6–18 years olds (Rangers 
14–26 at Testwood).

There is a recreation fi eld located behind the Netley Marsh 
Community Hall in Woodlands Road. In the north of the Parish, 
Calmore Cricket Club in Loperwood has several youth teams. 
Nearby facilities are extensive; there are new tennis courts at 
Hanger Farm, cricket clubs at Cadnam and Paultons, and football 
in Winsor and Totton. There are also theatre groups in Copythorn 
and Colbury, both of which accept all ages. Other sports facilities 
include a BMX trail, a dry skateboard and bike track at Bartley 
Park, just outside the Parish and all within cycling distance. The 
New Forest is, of course, an asset providing opportunities for 
walking, cycling and horse riding.

Did you know 14–17 year olds are entitled to the New Forest 
District Council Concessionary Travel Vouchers? Detail can 
be obtained from New Forest District Council.
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Library Services

There is no fi xed library in the Parish. The nearest libraries are in 
Lyndhurst and Totton.

However, the Parish is served fortnightly by the Totton Mobile 
Library’s No. 7 route with stops in Woodlands and Bartley. 
Further details of services can be obtained from Totton or 
Lyndhurst Libraries.
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The only centre for religious worship within the civic parish is the church of 
St. Matthew’s (Church of England), which is located at the junction of 
Woodlands Road and Ringwood Road. A Grade 2 listed building; it was built 
in 1855 in the Early English style to a design by J. P. Harrison. It is within the 
Lyndhurst Deanery and is part of the Diocese of Winchester, forming part of the 
Totton Team Ministry. The current vicar is the Reverend John Reeve.

A new church room was constructed in 1999. Services are held every 
Sunday with communion at 8am and a parish service at 10.30am. 
Other services include daily morning and evening prayers.

The nearest Catholic Church is in Ashurst. There is a United 
Reform/Methodist church in West Totton, a 
Methodist Chapel in Cadnam and 
a Mission Church 
in Winsor.

R
eligion
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Traditionally, occupations in the Parish were predominantly 
agricultural, supported by timber, woodland activities and 
country sports. This in turn gave rise to sundry employment 
in brick kilns, blacksmiths, and coal merchants. Part of the 
buildings now occupied by Gifford was previously the Netley 
Marsh and District Agriculture Co-Operative Society Limited 
(formally the Hampshire Reformatory School). There were also a 
number of shops catering for local needs including Collis, Gales, 
Bradbeers and Pens Shop. The last shop in the Parish to close 
was Honeysuckle Stores in Shepherds Road (opposite the Bartley 
Village Hall), which closed in the late 1990’s.

In recent times the encroachment of residential development up 
to the Parish boundary has seen an increase in the number of 
commuters, such that the smaller commercial sites have been 
progressively redeveloped for dwellings. Notwithstanding this, 

the rural appearance of the Parish has been preserved by, for 
example, retaining gravel tracks and deciduous hedges where 
development has occurred.

The pastoral fi elds have largely been retained but there has 
increasingly been diversifi cation from traditional agriculture use. 
A substantial proportion is now used for recreational use at the 
south of the Parish, predominantly for equestrian grazing and 
related activities. At the same time, where agricultural usage has 
continued, this has been typically supported by the leasing of 
redundant agricultural buildings for commercial use. Some fi elds 
have been given over to specifi c uses, such as the two residential 
caravan parks, a cricket pitch and the Netley Marsh show ground 
and summer car boot sales. Traditional timber production 
continues on at least two sites.
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Beef farming near Hillstreet
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Barn in Rossiters Lane, Woodlands

276 acres within the Parish is used by Commoners as ‘back-
up land’ to support their animals when not grazing on the open 
Forest.

Tourism is capitalised on by at least two hotels. Non-monetary 
activities such as walking with or without dogs is common in 
view of the frontage with the open Forest, where car parking is 
available. Fishing lakes are also available within the Parish and 
camping/caravanning sites are situated in the north of the Parish 
and just outside the Parish.

The largest private employers in the Parish include Gifford 
Consulting Engineers, which employs some 200 people at 
the former Reformatory in Ringwood Road, and Giddings 
Sawmill with some 100 employees. The NHS health facilities at 

Tatchbury, employ some 450 people in separate administration 
and patient care facilities.

The next largest employers are almost certainly the four care 
and nursing homes at Colbury House (Hill Street), Tatchbury 
Care Home (Tatchbury Lane), Woodlands House and Woodlands 
Ridge (both in Woodlands Road).

Smaller employers include Netley Marsh School, Woodlands 
Pre-School, several hotels and public houses. In addition, there 
are numerous small business and self-employed people working 
from home and also operating from small business centres 
converted from redundant farm or other buildings. These include, 
for example, a carpet discount centre, garden machinery, a printer, 
car trailer sales, wood machine shop, metal fabricator, garages, 
cattery and kennels. Self-employed workers include builders, 
fencers, radiator grills, plumbers and machine tools.

Employment is also available in the nearby town of Totton and 
the oil refi nery at Fawley. Commuting to greater distances is 
common, frequently to Southampton but also Portsmouth and 
Bournemouth. 

Rail links to the main line at Ashurst, Totton or Southampton 
enable easy commuting to London.

Econom
y
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Shops and Post Offi ce
As mentioned, there are no longer any shops in the Parish, and 
residents rely on nearby facilities at the villages of Ashurst 
or Cadnam and at the town of Totton, and increasingly to 
superstores that offer provisions and employment just outside 
the Parish. There is no longer a post offi ce within the Parish area, 
although there are a suffi cient number of post boxes within a 
fairly reasonable distance of resident’s homes.

There are post offi ces just outside the Parish at Ashurst to the 
south, Bartley to the west and West Totton to the east. However, 
in each case it would be necessary to use a car, bus or bicycle to 
reach them.

Tools for Self-Reliance
This registered charity moved to Netley Marsh in 1980. 
It collects and refurbishes tools in the UK and sends them 
to communities in Africa, to enable those communities to 
provide services for themselves. They have a small number of 
permanent staff and hundreds of volunteers throughout the UK.
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Collis Stores, now 250 Woodlands Road Tools for Self-Reliance’s premises in Ringwood Road
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With the exception of the two public houses, the Gamekeeper 
in Woodlands and The White Horse in Netley Marsh, recreation 
opportunities within the Parish are mainly centred on outdoor 
activities. However, many small clubs use the local halls. Indoor 
activities such as gym, swimming, bowling, cinema, restaurants and 
the like are available nearby at Totton, Romsey or Southampton.

Horse riding and walking, with or without dogs, are common- 
place making use of the surfaced lanes, bridle ways, footpaths 
and the adjacent open forest. Liveried facilities are available for 
those without land of their own.

There are few sports provisions within the Parish. In Woodlands 
Road the recreation ground is only used for unoffi cial sport as it 
does not conform to national standards. Calmore Cricket Club in 
the north of the Parish is a well used facility both for adults and 
young players. Bartley Cricket Club meet at a Forest pitch 

accessed from Busketts Lawn car park off of Bartley 
Road, Woodlands. Tennis courts are available 

at Hanger Farm, West Totton and 
Bartley Skate Park provides 

a BMX trail and an all 
weather skateboarding 

and bike course. There are also active cricket clubs at nearby 
Paultons and Cadnam Cricket Clubs.

Southern Water’s artifi cial lakes at Testwood are managed by two 
clubs for course fi shing. Day fi shing is also available, and the 
area is open for walks and bird watching.

In addition to the various groups’ fund-raising events, notable 
special events include the Netley Marsh Carnival and Fete in 
June and the annual Netley Marsh Steam & Craft Show in July. 
Both are fund-raising events: The Carnival and Fete is organised 
by the local Scouts and St. Matthew’s Church; The Steam and 
Craft Show is organised by a charitable trust run by local steam 
enthusiasts. The event raises funds to promote the rally and 
provides donations to local groups who support it.

Netley Marsh School 
carnival fl oat

Leisure, R
ecreation and Tourism
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The two pubs provide regular entertainment, usually on the 
weekends. The Gamekeeper also holds traditional music sessions 
on the fi rst and third Monday nights throughout the year. It is not 
uncommon for the pub to have up to twenty musicians playing.

Tourism
The facilities for tourism within the Parish are largely represented 
by premises providing overnight accommodation for visitors 
to the area. Hotel accommodation is represented by Woodlands 
Lodge Hotel and Hotel Terra Vina (formerly the Busketts 
Lawn Hotel). People attracted to either the New Forest or to 
entertainment in Southampton would fi nd the Netley Marsh area 
conveniently situated to reach either venue. 

The main Forest camping areas lie just outside of the Parish 
to the south and, as there are no shops within the Parish, there 

would be little reason for camping visitors to come into the area, 
except to visit one of the public houses.

Riding is a very regular recreation within the area but virtually 
all ponies and horses are privately owned with no commercial 
stables for use by visitors.

Visitors who do come to the area would fi nd the nearby Forest 
walks quite easy going, although sometimes a bit muddy. There 
is a good range of wild fl ora and fauna to be seen in the spring 
and summer months. The animal and bird life in this part of the 
Forest would also be appreciated, as most Forest species can be 
regularly seen. In early summer new-born foals are be very much 
in evidence.

Steam Engines in Woodlands Road

Gamekeeper Sessions
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Eastern end of the Bridle Way, Stoneyford 

Netley Marsh is a semi-rural parish. The majority of land is used 
for agriculture or provides grazing for ponies or horses. It is 
made up of an attractive patchwork of smallish fi elds divided by 
a network of old hedgerows containing mature trees. The area 
is criss-crossed by footpaths, bridle-ways and a green lane. The 
area is gently undulating; the highest contour in the Parish being 
55 metres above sea level. The major change to this environment 
over the last 60 years has been the building of houses in the area.

The land is generally well wooded including quite a few copse 
and many fi ne individual tree specimens, often mature oaks. 
Woodlands is well known for its lichens, an indicator of clean 
air. There is little protection for trees without Tree Preservation 
Orders (‘TPOs’) outside of the recently created conservation area 
around Bartley and Woodlands. There does not seem to be much 

renewal of native trees along the public highways. Hedges are not 
protected and frequently have been subject to loss at the front of 
dwellings, rather than being maintained by trimming or laying. 
Many local names make reference to the wooded nature of the 
area such as Busketts, Fletchwood, Loperwood, Hazel Grove. The 
roads are generally bounded by green verges and drainage ditches.

Netley Marsh lives up to its name and in many areas the water 
table is high. The various ditches and streams fl ow into the River 
Blackwater and Cadnam River in the north and Bartley Water in 
the south. These and the hedges, trees, fi elds and gardens provide 
much shelter for wildlife including foxes, rabbits, deer, and 
birds including buzzards, owls and woodpeckers, as well as the 
common garden birds and seasonal visitors. The soils are made 
up of Eocene sands and gravels and most of the area is covered 
by surface gley soil, which consists of seasonally waterlogged 
impermeable soils. It is often nutrient poor and heavy clay.

Although the majority of Netley Marsh parish is in the New Forest 
National Park, the area is still regarded as an area under threat, 
in particular from the effects of urbanisation, either from within 
the Parish itself or from pressures due to developments on the 
boundaries of the Parish.

The Parish was adjacent to, but generally outside, the formerly 
designated New Forest area. When the New Forest achieved 
National Park status, the Parish became substantially within the 
National Park, but not exclusively so.

N
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Crime
Crime in the Parish, in common with the other areas of the New 
Forest, is considered to be low when compared with the rest of 
the UK. In recent years statistical analysis has shown crime in the 
area to be 4% of the national average. 

Despite this favourable situation the number of crimes in the 
immediate area is about 60 reported incidents per year, which to 
those who are the victims is both frightening and expensive.

The type of crime is fairly typical of any urban/rural area which 
is within fi ve miles of a major town. Burglary, vandalism, theft 
from cars and the occasional assault or drug use crime are to 
be found in any years annual crime fi gures. The other perhaps 
irritating crime affecting the community is fl y tipping which the 
local authority and Forestry Commission endeavour to control. 
Unfortunately, this is not only larger loads of rubbish, but also 
small scale disposal of garden waste on the open Forest. There 
is an effective Neighbourhood Watch scheme operating for 
the whole of the Parish with more than half of all households 
subscribing a pound a year to fund meetings and regular news 
updates on criminal activity in the area. This also embraces 
reports from a sister organisation Horse Watch which seeks to 
keep the numerous horse owners aware of equine crime.

The Parish has been served by a community 
beat police offi cer for many years but 
the commitment to the beat area has 
slowly been reduced to the current 
level of two part-time offi cers. 
During the last ten years the 
number of police offi cers covering 
the whole New Forest area has been 
reduced by 36 offi cers.

A recent survey conducted by the Neighbourhood Watch found 
that despite the low crime level many people in the Parish are 
reluctant to go out after dark.

A recent police initiative has seen the introduction of community 
offi cers who do not have police powers but wear similar uniforms 
to policemen and patrol areas frequented by youngsters. This 
service seeks to reduce underage drinking and drug taking, thus 
preventing the youngsters getting into crime.

Flooding
Flooding was a problem to the properties in Woodlands Road 
near to its boundary with the Parish of Ashurst and Colbury prior 
to implementation of a fl ood alleviation scheme a few years ago.

Neighbourhood Watch window sticker
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Parking
Most of the residential accommodation within the Parish is 
provided with off-road parking, although this is not always used. 
Residents sometimes prefer to park immediately outside their 
homes on the roadway.  

The hotels have suffi cient parking for their guests but one of the 
public houses, the White Horse, has only limited parking, which 
does cause problems to residents when the car park overspill 
causes congestion at that end of Woodlands Road. The Local 
Authority has partially marked the road with double yellow lines 
to prevent the immediate turn into the road from being blocked, 
but this is not policed suffi ciently to be a real deterrent.
 

U
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Access to the Forest walks are generally well provided with car 
parking space but there are occasions when congestion occurs 
on the approach to the walks from the telephone box entrance to 
Busketts Wood in Woodlands Road. There is no proper car park 
serving this access point.

The single event that attracts many more vehicles to the area is 
the Netley Marsh Steam and Craft Show. For this event adjacent 
farmland is temporarily used. The police have a suffi cient 
presence during this event to ensure that any on-road parking 
does not become a problem. 

St. Matthew’s Church has a fair-sized car park that serves both 
the church for Sunday services and the adjoining infant school 
during school times. There are sometimes problems during 
school days when funeral services attract large congregations to 
the church. These are usually only for short periods.

Cars parked along side Woodlands Road, near Busketts Wood
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The Parish is served by the M27 Motorway near its northern 
boundary providing access to fast travel to both east and west 
destinations. The M27 also provides access to the M3 for 
direct travel to the north. The Parish has four ‘A’ roads within 
its borders. In the east the A326 leading from the M27 to the 
Waterside areas and ending at Fawley, and to the north both the 
A36 and A31 lead south-west towards Cadnam and Lyndhurst, 
just touching the Parish area.

The Parish is divided on an east/west line by the A336 from 
Totton to Cadnam. The area to the north of this division 
represents about 55 percent the total area of the Parish. In 
common with many other Forest roads most of the minor roads 
have recently had new 30mph speed limits imposed, although 
strangely some sections are still 40mph (notably the section of 
Woodlands Road along Busketts Lawn!). A 30mph limit has also 
been set for the A336 Ringwood Road through the village of 
Netley Marsh. Traffi c calming, via signage and road narrowing, 
and an island have been more recently built to slow traffi c to 

ease access to the infant school and church. But the arrangement 
remains a compromise, as there is no provision for cyclists. 
Furthermore, some traffi c, including heavy commercial vehicles, 
continue to drive through the village centre from the West Totton 
bypass to join the M27 at Cadnam.

The A326 and A336 roads are busy with both domestic and 
heavy commercial traffi c serving the Waterside industries and 
holiday makers in the warmer months of the year. There are no 
‘B’ roads in the Parish.

All other roads serving the Parish are minor roads with two-
way traffi c. Some of the minor roads are not capable of taking 
two-way traffi c and unoffi cial passing places have been created. 
Access to some properties and businesses are via tracks.
Within the Parish there is one crossing patrol over the A336 to 
enable pedestrians to access the school and church on the north 
side of the road. The crossing patrol is limited to infant school 
attendance times. 
 

Junction of Ringwood and Woodlands 
Roads c. early 1920s?
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There are bus routes within the Parish but the timetable provides 
only limited services with no little or no coverage after 6pm and 
on Sundays. The nearest rail stations are at Ashurst and Totton. 
These do provide fast and frequent services to Southampton, 
Bournemouth and London. Parking in Totton has pay and display 
parking, although the small car park at Ashurst is currently free.

The use of cycles to get to schools or work places appears to 
be quite limited. The distance may be a factor, as is perhaps 
the lack of cycle ways. There is a cycle way from Ashurst via 
Ashurst Bridge and Hounsdown to Totton, parts of which use 
routes completely separate from vehicular highways and with 
subways under the bypass and the A35. Similarly there are 
cycle routes from West Totton to Totton. There is a notable 
absence of any provision for cycles over the relatively short but 
hazardous distance from the Netley Marsh village centre to the 
commencement of the West Totton cycle route. 

Surfaced pavements are present to the more developed area of 
the villages but are not generally necessary through the Parish. 
Footpaths through the fi elds are un-surfaced but are, in some 
cases, fenced from the livestock in the fi elds. 

The nearest railway station is Ashurst/New Forest which is just 
inside the neighbouring parish to the south. This is well used by 
residents at the south of the Parish to commute to destinations 
both east and west. The fast service to London can be accessed 
from this station. For residents at the north of the Parish it is 
possible to access the same services from the next nearest rail 
station at Totton.

Anyone wishing to use coach travel usually has to travel to 
Southampton, although the Bournemouth/Southampton/London 
service does pass through Ashurst and may be accessed near 
Ashurst Rail Station.
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Section 1: Community Issues and Leisure

Q1.1 How do you rate the community spirit between     
 villagers at present? 

38% of the response thought community spirit was good to very 
good, 43% thought it was average leaving one in five feeling 
community spirit is poor to non existent.

Q1.2 If the following events were held in the village which  
 would you be likely to support?

The most popular events chosen were the St. Matthew’s Church 
Fete and the carnival. One in four residents would choose to 
support concerts, sport for children, a mobile cinema and carol 
singing. Less popular were cards/board games/ quiz evenings, 
dances and coffee mornings – support ranged between 11% and 
17% of the responses.

As for other suggestions, by far the most popular ideas were a 
walking club (walking in the Parish and the New Forest) and a 
local history club.

There were lots of varied ideas for clubs that could be formed, 
the themes being: 

Arts and crafts groups, ie drawing and flower arranging
Bird watching
Camera 
Wine tasting
Dance lessons
Sports clubs for adults ie a jogging club
Clubs focused on the youth in the community;  
 eg activities for teenagers

Holiday clubs for children (of working parents)
Mother and baby/toddler groups
Amateur dramatics
Bingo

Ideas for events that could be held in the Parish were:
Farmers market
Christmas market
Organised trips to theatre or places of interest
Beer festival
Bonfire night
Street party

Also, there were several comments on the theme of community eg:
a community task force, to undertake projects within the Parish 
or to set up community events. Informative talks that would be 
relevant to members of the community. Swap and help groups.
One comment made was could there be interest groups running at 
a weekend for parishioners who work in the week.

Q1.3 Where do you usually get information about 
community events in the Parish?

The respondents mainly quoted The Outlook (the Parish 
Magazine), followed by word of mouth. 
Less popular sources were the village notice boards and local 
press - the internet hardly featured in the responses.
Other sources that were quoted were the newsletters sent out by 
the school, church or Neighbourhood Watch.
Two comments received suggested the use of a Parish website 
that could contain a lot of helpful information and dates.
Also there were four comments from Ower residents saying that 
they felt isolated from the Netley Marsh Parish.
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Q1.4 Do you think people moving to the Parish would find a 
Welcome/Information Pack useful? 

A resounding 87% of residents thought this was a good idea.

Q1.5 Is there any information you think should be 
included? If so what do you suggest?

In no particular order and in each case, contact details would be 
included for:

Emergency information:
Police, doctors, A&E, chemist, dentists, vets, 

Local Services:
Schools, pre-schools,
Church and service times
Nearest shop, post office and library
Bus and train timetable
Mobile library timetable
Refuse collection days
Nearest dump and recycling facilities
Milkman
Clubs available for children eg brownies, guides, cubs, 
scouts, dance
Clubs available for adults, eg gardening, weight watchers, WI
Local (and reliable) tradesman
Local taxi
Local church and village halls ie activities running in them  
 and how to book
Local garage

Leisure facilities:
Local pubs
Local restaurants and takeaways
Leisure centre details
Local attractions 
Map of local walks in the Parish and the Forest
 

Other:
National Park information
Parish and district councillors – who to contact for what issue
Nearest Citizens Advise Bureau
Local produce shops and markets
Copy of Outlook
Information on local newspapers and publications
MP surgery details
Neighbourhood Watch
List of parish accepted ethics regarding for example bonfires,  
 dog barking, dog fouling, passing horses, looking after  
 ditches, respect for the country code
How to deal with flooding
Information on parish history 

 
 
Q1.6 Do you know that the Parish Council meets monthly 
at Woodlands Community Hall?

Two in three residents did know

...and that the meeting is open to the public?

Over 90% of these residents did know the public could attend.

Parish Survey
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Section 2: Community Issues and Leisure

Q2.1 Which of these are important to you?
 
Nearly 60% of those polled thought maintaining and enhancing 
the rural character of the Parish was the most important, although 
24% thought this was the least important.
Control of light pollution was roughly split into two camps; for 
and against.

Regarding trees and hedgerows, Patchwork of fields and hedges, 
and small scale nature of the area – the majority of the vote put 
these factors no higher than third importance, although most felt 
there was a degree of importance attached to these as less than 
two in ten responses believed them to be of least importance.
40% of the vote put tranquillity as 2nd most important and only 
9% viewed this to be the least importance.

In the comments section, there were two main themes to enforce 
the need to maintain the rural character of the Parish:

Speed and volume control of traffic, many believing the roads 
should all have a 30 mph speed limit and one suggesting that 
Ringwood Road should have a weight limit so big vehicles 
use the M27 instead.

Regular maintenance of ditches and drains to prevent flooding.

This section was used mainly to quote examples pertaining to 
the list within the question of situations in the Parish that the 
parishioners did not like, eg: litter, dog fouling, non-native 
trees, white lines painted on the road, hedges not being cut and 
bonfires.

Q2.2 Would you support/join in with any of the following 
activities?

Over half of the residents would support an annual walk of the 
foot paths and an annual litter pick up in the area.
Planting of native trees on public land appealed to 43% of the 
vote although only 17% would be prepared to form a volunteer 
group to assist in planting trees

Q2.3 Would you like to see any of the following? 

Of those returning an opinion, an overwhelming 94% would like 
the Parish Council to study Parish sustainability issues.
Three in four support the idea of solar panels on the community 
hall/public buildings, whereas only 40% liked the idea of wind 
generators.
96% of the responses would dislike more phone masts in the area.

Q2.4 Have you experienced any of the following difficulties 
when using footpaths or bridle-ways? 

Overgrown vegetation is seen as a big problem for over 70% of 
the respondees.
To a lesser degree one in three notes broken stiles and 
obstructions. 
Almost half had come across fly tipping in the Parish.

The comments included some specific named issues but the 
following is a summarised version of additional difficulties 
encountered:

Churned up and muddy footpaths and roads
Dog fouled footpaths
Illegal burning of garden clearance waste
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Broken bridges over streams
Broken gates that cannot be closed
Bridle-ways and footpaths being taken by local occupier as 
private land
Car parking on footpaths
Flooding caused by blocked ditches
Aggressive horses and dogs… and a pig!
 

Q2.5 What do you think would maintain/improve the 
appearance of the Parish?

There was quite strong support for better protection for existing 
trees and not much support for traditional signposts.
Of the other factors, opinion was spread evenly over all degrees 
of importance.

The general consensus was every open space that is full of litter, 
overgrown or neglected should be tidied up.
There was an extensive list of specific named areas, the first three 
attracting more than several responses:

Grass area next to Lanesbridge Close (a potential village 
green)
Bourne and Paradise Lanes
Recreation ground on Woodlands Road
Overgrown hedges over paths on Woodlands Road
Bartley Water at Lanesbridge Lane
Northern part of Loperwood Lane
Verges and lay-bys on the Ringwood Road
Verges on the Ashurst end of Woodlands Road
Pauletts Lane
The Tatchbury Lane/Winsor Lane junction
Green Lane 
Busketts Lawn car park (perhaps a litter bin could be 
provided?)

The electric shop on Ringwood Road
Footpath between Paultons Park and the Vine
Hedgerows on Bartley Road
Fletchwood Road
Bridge over river near the Gamekeeper public house

Whilst the following items were also mentioned, they actually 
lie outside the Parish boundary: 
Entrance to Busketts enclosure by the telephone box
Woodland in Whitemoor Lane near the cricket club
Copythorne Common
Lay-by opposite Chinham Road

Q2.6 Do you consider any of the following to be a problem? 

Nearly 90% thought speeding motorists were a problem with 
three quarters of the respondees concerned about increasing 
traffic. Over half of those expressing an opinion felt there was 
a litter problem in the Parish, whereas only one in four thought 
aircraft noise was a problem and a marginally higher number 
concerned about light pollution.

Q2.7 Do you think it would be useful to carry out a project 
to record the special features of the Parish? E.g. Buildings, 
land marks etc.

The responses were 60:40 towards no, it would not be useful.

The ideas for special features were:
St. Matthew’s Church
Netley Marsh School
Bartley Village Hall (‘the Tin Church’)
Tatchbury Hill Fort
Pubs and shops past and present in the village
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Homes for Heroes
Boundary Stones that identify Winchester College land
Old trees, hedgerows, ponds, fields and woods
Community halls in the Parish
Mr Talbot’s barns in Rossiters Lane
Rookery and blue bells in Twiggs Wood
Unusual and interesting flora, fauna and wildlife
Footpaths
Tools for Self Reliance
Ashurst Bridge road history
War memorial
War time sheds and huts in Rossiters Lane
Richard Lees’ Copse
Barn in Woodlands Road
Big old houses in the village eg Woodlands House
Old and current farms
Listed buildings
 

It was commented that although consideration should be given 
not to re-invent what is already in local history books, it would 
be good to have photographs (past and present) to record how the 
Parish has changed. Also to interview residents and document 
their memories to build an understanding of how life has been in 
the village in the past. One person commented that it would be 
good to see any references to our village in the Doomsday Book.
 

Q2.8 Is there anything else that you believe would improve 
the Netley Marsh parish environment? Eg Flora/fauna, road 
side verge improvements etc.

There were clearly two very popular themes in the responses
1. Roadside verge and path improvements
2. Traffic control

Specifically, for verge and path improvements, many comments 
were made about how it is difficult (because of overgrown 
hedges or parked cars) to walk on the pavements especially with 
a pram or in a motorised buggy, and then dangerous to walk in 
the road as the volume of traffic is increasing, it is so fast and 
motorists make no consideration for blind bends, no footpaths for 
pedestrians or animals roaming in the open Forest areas.
Similarly more cycle paths were repeatedly requested.

Specifically for traffic control, comments made included having 
speed limits of 30mph and weight limits on the roads across the 
Parish, which are enforced by a greater police presence, speed 
cameras and sleeping policemen where appropriate.

Other comments made were:
Banning removal of gardens for car parks or hedges for 
fences
Enforcing drain clearance
Traffic lights at the school
No more new housing or businesses in the Parish
Road repairs – many comments about potholes!
Allotments
Flowers planted in the village and on the verges
More litter bins
More benches
Bus shelters in Ower



Homemaker

10%

An employee

30%

An employer

4%

Self employed

11%

No reply

2%
A student

1%

Unemployed

1%

Retired

41%
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Section 3: Health and Welfare

Q3.1 Where is your Doctors, Pharmacy, Dentist & Blood 
Donor?

No data supplied

 
Q3.2 How do you get there?

Almost 95% of the respondents use their own cars to visit 
doctors, dentists, pharmacies, and blood donor sessions. 

Q3.3 Would you like to see any of these facilities nearer to 
where you live?

Approximately 85% of respondents were satisfied with the 
distance they travel, but 146 people would like to see health 
facilities nearer to where they live, of these support for doctor’s 
surgery, pharmacy, and dentist were all around 15%, blood donor 
sessions gained 4% support.

Q3.4 If a ‘drop-in centre’ for health visitors or district 
nurses was available, would you use it?

175 people, (38%), answered ‘Yes’ they would use a ‘drop-in 
centre’, and another 193 people, (42%), answered maybe. 

Q3.5 Do you live in or might consider, in the next few years, 
any of the following?

23% of the questionnaire participants would consider tailored 
accommodation for the elderly. The majority opting for 
retirement flats then warden controlled, the remaining 21% 
opting for rest homes.

Section 4: Employment

Q4.1 Employment, are you:

Q4.2 If employed, do you work:

45% of the respondents are employed, of these 60% work within 
10 miles from home or within a neighbouring parish, 21% work 
from home and 16% travel further than 25 miles to their place of 
work.
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Q4.3 Would you like to see more employment in the Parish?

54% of those expressing a view would not like to see more 
employment in the Parish. 

Q4.4 If not employed locally, why?

60 employees gave reasons why they worked outside the Parish, 90% 
found no suitable work, and the remaining 10% found no vacancies.

Q4.5 If you are an employer in the Parish do you find 
difficulty in recruiting staff?

10 employers in the Parish responded about ease of recruitment, 
of whom one found recruitment easy, four found it difficult, and 
the remainder expressed neutrality.

Q4.6 Do you consider any of the following restrictions to the 
growth of your business?

Of the eight employers who expressed an opinion, five felt that 
planning restrictions were restricting the growth of their business 
and the difficulty of finding suitable size and types of premises. 
The availability of public transport was also of importance, while 
permitted working hours was not cited at all. 

Q4.7 How many people are employed at your work place?

When asked, ‘How many people are employed at your 
workplace?’ 13 of the 16 employers which responded employ 25 
or fewer people.

Observation: The car, not surprisingly, is the most popular form 
of transport. 

Section 5 - Transport

Q5.1 How often do you use the following transport 
methods?
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Q5.3 Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the bus and train 
services connecting the Parish to other communities?

The majority of respondents never use bus or train. 62% of bus 
users are fairly, or very satisfied. 81% of train users were fairly or 
very satisfied.

Q5.4 What would encourage you to use public transport 
more?

70% of the respondents would prefer more frequent services, 
45% more routes (10% of these would use the new routes daily, 
the remainder only once a week or occasionally). 40% opted for 
lower fares.

Q5.2 What methods of transport do you use?

Q5.5 Are you concerned or not with the volume of road 
traffic passing along parish roads?

Observation: The two roads which raised the most concern were 
Woodlands/Bartley Road and Ringwood Road (A336)

Q5.6 Which of the following improvements/restrictions 
would you support?

It was felt that lower speeds were needed along most roads within 
the Parish but especially in Woodlands Road/Bartley Road/
Bourne Road/Paradise Lane/Bourne Lane and Rossiters Lane.
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Q5.7 Would you support greater traffic calming on the 
A336 Ringwood Road outside Netley Marsh School?

80% said Yes

Do you think this should include a new pedestrian traffic 
crossing?

90% said Yes.

Should this include the retention of the current ‘Lollipop’ 
person?

95% said Yes.

Q5.8 Which of the following would encourage you to cycle 
or walk within the Parish?

Of the 70% who responded, three quarters felt that lower speed 
limits were necessary, two thirds wanted less encroaching hedges 
and trees to increase verge width; half would like to see a secure 
crossing point at the West Totton by-pass and a third would like 
more traffic calming at Netley Marsh School. 

Q6.2  Would you like to see further residential housing in 
the Parish?

64% of the respondents said they would not like to see any 
further development, 28% would prefer this to be limited and 4% 
were in favour of more development. 

Section 6: Housing, Planning & Development

Q6.1 Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the planning and 
development controls as applied by the New Forest District 
Council or National Park Authority?
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Q6.3 If more residential housing were proposed, what 
type of developments might be acceptable and which ones 
wouldn’t?
 
Affordable (owner occupied), sheltered, conversion of existing 
(non residential), and demolition & replacement of existing 
buildings all seemed acceptable to approx 40% of those who 
responded. New development (at market pricing) and tenanted 
affordable housing were less acceptable at 38% each.

Q6.4 What effect do you think local policy has contributed 
to the overall character of the Parish?

Of the respondents expressing a view, it was a fairly even split 
with 55% feeling it had contributed and 45% feeling not.
Additional comments on this subject were plentiful and heart felt. 
They included a need to be more flexible, more fair and consistent 
(some occasionally felt that applicants with contacts in the council 
obtained favourable results). Most importantly, better policing before 
and after the planning process should be undertaken.

Q6.5 During the next 5 years are you thinking about any of 
the following development?

74% of those who responded said that they had no intentions 
of developing. However 18% were considering extending 
their homes and a further 13% could be adding outbuildings. 
Additional comments listed conservatories and attic conversions 
as the most popular.

Q6.6 Do you agree or disagree of further small/light 
business developments within the Parish?

This received a mixed response with 42% agreeing, 33% 
disagreeing and 25% either not responding or having no view.

Q6.7 If such businesses were to be established, what type of 
building development would you consider acceptable?

Responses were not limited to one choice: by far the most 
popular choice with 66% was the conversion of existing 
buildings, while 34% would prefer demolition and rebuild and 
22% new build (infill site). Only 4% would prefer new build on a 
green field site.
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Section 7: Young Peoples Questionnaire 
(Youth Issues aged 7 to 17 years)

Of the 39 responses, whom which 85% gave their ages, 24% 
were aged 7-10 and 77% were aged 11-17. (approx)

Q7.1 If any of the following leisure facilities were in the 
Parish, how often would you use them?



Age 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
% 9 6 3 6 3 9 11 14 17 14 9
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Q7.2 Would you be interested in doing any of the following 
around the village?

The majority of Netley Marsh parish youth (46%) would be 
interested in cleaning cars, followed by an equal interest (26%) 
in taking part in litter cleaning parties and running errands for old 
people - closely followed by grass cutting (23%). 

Q7.3 If more buses were provided would you use them, 
where would you go and when would you use them?

This gave a clear requirement for an improved bus route 
to Southampton/cinema (74%), while the remainder of the 
responses were more diverse, preferring to travel to Gun Wharf 
(Portsmouth), Winchester and Brockenhurst.

Q7.4 Are you aware that there is a concessionary fare 
scheme for young people?

64% were not aware of the following concessions:-
14-18 year olds can obtain a booklet containing 8 vouchers, each 
valued at 50p as part or full payment on: Hythe Ferry, Damory 
Coaches, Herringtons Coaches, Blue Star Buses, Wilts & Dorset 
Buses, NFDC registered taxis, private hire and special bus 
services.

Q7.5 In your own words, what do you like about Netley 
Marsh parish?

The main points were tranquillity, forest animals, cycling, and 
nice people.

Q7.6 In your own words what do you least like about Netley 
Marsh parish?

Traffic (particularly fast cars), no local shop, litter
Lack of activity/meeting place.

Q7.7 If you could wish for any change in the Parish what 
would it be?

Suggestions from the youth included:
A local shop, cycle routes on roads, Sunday buses, 
Reduced speed limits on forest roads, skate park, youth club

Q7.8 How old are you?

Summary of the Parish Survey

For the most part, respondents to the survey seem to be generally 
happy with the Parish and their environment, with one or two 
exceptions. And that these are not really surprising; maintenance 
of verges and roadway hedgerows in relation to road safety, traffic 
speed limits, maintenance of ditches and the risk of flooding. But 
respondents are also concerned with planning issues in relation to 
home extensions and re-development. But again this probably boils 
down to people being happy with conserving what we have and 
not wanting great changes.



 
 

 
Survey 
Section 

Action How we do it Timescale 

1.2 Create a specific small committee to 
assist and provide support for groups 
wishing to create community events. 

Liaise with the Parish Council, the group could either be a 
sub committee of the PC, or an individual member given 
this as a portfolio. 

December 
2010 

1.3 Create a functioning Parish website 
and encourage more individual 
participation into Outlook magazine 
and improve communications within 
the Parish to promote greater 
community spirit and identity. 

Encourage the Parish Council to provide adequate resources 
for website to be completed. 
 
Contact larger employers or IT minded residents to form a 
voluntary group to support the website. 
 
Actively seek submissions for website and Outlook by 
residents.  Create a letters page.  Q&A section within the 
new Parish Council website. 

February 
2011 

1.4 Create a Netley Marsh Parish 
Welcome Pack to be distributed to 
new residents. 

Create a small group to produce information pack from 
existing plan information and community groups. 

May 2011 

2.1 / 2.4 / 
2.5 / 2.8 / 
5.8 

Set up volunteer group(s) to monitor 
Highway maintenance to include 
road quality, ditch, verge and 
hedgerow maintenance and to inform 
the Parish Council to apply necessary 
pressure on Highways authority or 
owners responsible. 
 
Also a group to monitor street 
furniture, signs, benches and bins. 
 
Create volunteer conservation group 
to act in conjunction with the Parish 
Council and monitor and collect litter 
and assist in maintaining footpaths 
and bridleways within the Parish. 
 
Introduce road speed restrictions. 
 

Seek interested volunteers from local community for 
various groups required. 
 
Seek assistance and possible funding from New Forest 
National Park Authroity, conservation agencies and other 
sources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lobby highways agency through district and parish 
councils. 

May 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Achieved 
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Survey 
Section 

Action How we do it Timescale 

2.1 / 2.4 / 
2.5 / 2.8 / 
5.8 (cont.) 

Investigate safe crossing point at 
A326 (Goodies) roundabout. 

Liaise with local residents, agencies and Netley Marsh 
School to create a working party to seek viability of 
crossing point. 

July 2011 

2.7 Provide a definite map resource for 
the parish to help residents identify 
their properties in relation to NPA 
and Conservation Area boundaries. 

Either a hard copy and/or online facility, attached to Parish 
website. 

December  
2010 

4.5 Promote possible greater local 
employment of residents from within 
the Parish. 

Create a jobs page within the Parish website and allow 
employers to advertise (for free). 

May 2011 

5.4 Investigate possibility of new bus 
route to connect parish with Ashurst 
rail station. 
 
Create ‘walking bus’ to serve Netley 
Marsh Parish School.   

Undertake survey to establish viability and present results 
to Parish Council/ Hampshire County Council and transport 
companies. 
 
Liaise with school and undertake a survey of parents. 

December 
2011 

5.7 / 5.8 Create a specific group to lobby for 
better traffic calming measures 
around Netley March School. 

Liaise with Parish and other Councils, Netley Marsh School 
and Highways Agency. 

July 2011 

6 Present Plan document to National 
Park , Hampshire County Council 
and New Forest District Council and 
seek confirmation that the plan will 
be taken into consideration. 

Deliver plan to relevant agencies and ensure response 
received through the Parish Council. 

September  
2010 

7. Create a volunteer group to 
investigate ways of harnessing youth 
and encouraging notified 
participation in community activities.  

Liaise with Schools, Scouts and local authorities and village 
hall committees to investigate possibility of either/or youth 
clubs/groups. 

May 2011 

Free form 
Comments 
not 
included in 
above 

Assist with the improvement of 
resources and facilities of Woodlands 
Pre-School. 

Liaise with and assist the Pre-School trustees and also liaise 
with the Parish Council and New Foreset National Park 
Authority to improve facilities. 

Ongoing 
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n There is no ‘radical vision’ for the Parish and we were not 
expecting there to be one. Certainly, there appears to be a desire 
to improve the immediate environment and we hope that this 
will be translated into viable groups dedicated to tasks identifi ed 
in the Action Plan. If the actions identifi ed can be implemented, 
there will, as a consequence, be a visual impact on the Parish 
(albeit subtle) and hopefully greater communication and passage 
of information between residents and the Parish, New Forest 
District and Hampshire County Councils, and the National Park 
Authority.

One of the more surprising results from the survey, was the 
number of youth responses and the apparent willingness of 
young people to get involved in community activities. We’re not 
experts, but this is heartening and this could be a result of the 
spirit imbued into our children by parents, schools and existing 
youth groups. Alternatively, it might be a refl ection on the lack of 
youth facilities in the Parish generally and the desire of our youth 
to do anything! Either way, it is important that we capitalise on 
this which in time can only create a greater sense of community 
in the future. We’re looking forward to it.

Finally, it will be apparent from the Action Plan that the majority 
of the points are not dependant on major funding initiatives, but 
on signifi cant participation by residents. So if you want to see this 

happen, then get involved! The greater the participation, the less 
effort there will for any individual and we will all see benefi ts.

For those residents who want to participate, we would 
recommend that you in the fi rst instance contact Ros Cooper the 
Parish Clerk by email: netleymarshpc@parish.hants.gov.uk or 
telephone on 023 8089 1723 who will to keep a record of willing 
volunteers and interested parties until the new groups are set up

If you are interested in getting involved, please contact the Parish 
Clerk as soon as possible.

... and fi nal words from some residents:
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